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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, eibmitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 171] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 171) for the relief of Mrs. Hildegard Pielecki Kennedy, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the excluding provi- 
sion of the immigration laws relating to conviction for a crime involv- 
ing moral turpitude in behalf of Mrs. Hilde gard Pielecki Kennedy, the 
wife of an American citizen. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 32-year-old native and citizen of 
Germany who is presently residing in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, 
where she is employed by an American Army officer as a maid. She 
was married to Sgt. Robert F. Kennedy on September 15, 1949. 
Sergeant Kennedy was returned to the United States where he is 
stationed at the Army Finance School in St. Louis, Mo. Mrs. 
Kennedy was convicted in 1942 and 1944 for taking articles of wearing 
apparel, for converting money to her own use and for using a false 
name. She was sentenced to 18 months imprisonment on two occa- 
sions in 1942 and 1944. In 1945 she entered a refugee camp in Ger- 
many and since 1948 has been employed as nurse maid and house- 
keeper in the homes of United States Army officers. Her employers 
and landladies since 1948 recommend her favorably. Without the 
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waiver provided for in the bill she would be unable to join her United 
States citizen husband in this country. 

The following letters dated March 30, 1951, and November 26, 1951, 
to the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the 
Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case read as follows: 


Marca 30, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (8. 171) for the relief of Mrs. Hildegard 
Pielecki Kennedy, an alien. 

The bill would provide that the provision of section 3 of the Immigration Act 
of 1917, as amended (8 U. 8. C. 136 (e)), which excludes from admission into the 
United States persons who have been convicted of or admit having committed a 
felony or other crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, shall not here- 
after apply to Mrs. Hildegard Pielecki Kennedy, the wife of an American citizen. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this department 
disclose that the alien is a native and citizen of Germany, having been born in 
Rehbhof, West Prussia, on January 17, 1920. She presently resides in Frankfort- 
am-Main, Germany, where she is employed as a maid in the home of an Army 
officer, receiving food, partial lodging, and very little cash. Mrs. Kennedy is the 
wife of Sgt. Robert F. Kennedy, who was born in New Castle, Pa., on May 27, 
1917, and who is presently stationed at the Army Finance School in St. Louis. 
Mo. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy were married in Frankfort on September 15, 1949. 
In December 1949, at the expiration of his term of overseas service Sergeant 
Kennedy was sent back to the United States. Mrs. Kennedy was unable to 
obtain an immigration visa to come to this country because she was ineligible for 
entry under section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, as amended, having been 
convicted in 1942 by a German civil court in Berlin, Germany, of theft, and again 
in Dresden, Germany, in January 1944. 

The files further reflect that Mrs. Kennedy was sentenced in 1942 to 1 year and 
6 months imprisonment for the commission of larceny:in three instances. embez- 
zlement in two instances and forgery and using false names. The files do not dis- 
close what the theft in every instance involved, although it appears that on two 
occasions she took belongings from her employer’s apartment and from a tenant 
in the apartment. The embezzlement consisted of appropriating to her own use 
money entrusted to her by her employer to make household purchases. The 
record seems to indicate that the forgery consisted of using a false name and enter- 
ing it in the police record. The files do not show whether the alien served the 
sentences imposed on her, nor whether she has been law-abiding since her con- 
victions in 1942 and 1944. 

Sergeant Kennedy stated that while he was not aware of his wife’s violation of 
the law before their marriage, he is desirous of having her join him in the United 
States so that he will be able to set up housekeeping and give proper care to his 
three children by a previous marriage, which was terminated by divorce in 1945. 
He further stated that his mother, who is 61 years of age, is presently caring for 
the children, who are 9, 7 and 6 years of age, the youngest being deaf and therefore 
requiring special care. Sergeant Kennedy also advised that he sends $40 a month 
to his wife in Germany and a substantial sum to his mother for the maintenance of 
his children. 

Mrs. Kennedy is excludable from the United States under the eleventh category 
of section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, as amended. Since the Department 
of Justice, however, is not in possession of detailed facts concerning her violations 
of law and possible rehabilitation following her last conviction and sentence, it is not 
in a position to make a definite recommendation. Efforts are being made to ob- 
tain additional information in regard to these matters, and when this is received 
the Department will again communicate with you. 

Yours sincerely, 


Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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NovEMBER 26, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in further response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 171) for the relief of Mrs. 
Hildegard Pielecki Kennedy, an alien. 

In its letter of March 30, 1951, the Department advised you that since it was 
not in possession of detailed information concerning Mrs. Kennedy’s violations 
of law and possible rehabilitation following her last conviction and sentence in 
1944, it was not in a position to make a definite recommendation. The files of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department now reflect that, 
according to Mrs. Kennedy, she served 14 months of the 18 months’ sentence 
imposed upon her in Berlin, Germany, for the crimes committed by her in 1942, 
after which time she was employed in a hotel for 2 months, when she was again 
arrested and convicted of theft. Mrs. Kennedy stated that she was sentenced to 
18 months’ imprisonment for this latter crime and that she served 15 months of 
the sentence. She admitted that she had taken articles of wearing apparel which 
did not belong to her, and stated that she was released from jail in March, 1945, 
thereafter residing for a short time in the Russian sector of Berlin. In September, 
1945, she entered a refugee camp in Oberfranken, Germany, and in October of 
that year she proceeded to a nearby locality where she resided until February, 
1948. Since then she has resided with various families in Frankfurt, Germany. 
During this time she has been employed as nursemaid and housekeeper in the 
homes of United States Army officers. Her employers and landladies since Feb- 
ruary, 1948, recommend her favorably. 

Because of her convictions in 1942 and 1944, Mrs. Kennedy is mandatorily 
excludable from the United States under the eleventh category of section 3 of the 
Immigration Act of 1917, as amended, which excludes from admission to the 
United States persons who have been convicted of or admit having committed a 
felony or other crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude. In enacting 
Public Law 271, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved on December 28, 1945, (59 
Stat. 659) the so-called War Brides Act, Congress temporarily exempted war 
brides from the mental aid physical requirements relating to exclusion of aliens, 
but did not see fit to exempt them from the excluding provisions of the eleventh 
category of section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, as amended. The general 
immigration laws, including the above provision, were enacted for the protection 
of the American people. The record fails to present considerations sufficiently 
impelling to justify the enactment of special legislation granting Mrs. Kennedy an 
exemption from the provisions of this section of the law. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The following letter dated November 28, 1950, with reference to 


S. 3280, which was a bill introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for 
the relief of the same alien, to the Senate Judiciary Committee from 
the husband of the beneficiary of the bill, reads as follows: 


Sr. Lovurs, Mo., November 28, 1950. 
The Senate Jupic1ary CoMMITTEE, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


GENTLEMEN: In a short while Senate bill 3280, should come before your com- 
mittee for consideration. S 3280 is a private bill for the relief of Mrs. Hildegard 
Pielecki Kennedy, my wife. 

This letter is to further plead my cause and to urge favorable action on this 
measure. I shall review this matter from three different viewpoints: (1) From 
the viewpoint of the three young children involved; (2) from my wife’s viewpoint; 
and (3) from my own point of view. 

First, let us consider how the passage of this measure will affect the three 
children. These three children were deserted by their mother when they were 
at the ages of 18 months, 30 months, and 4 years old, respectively. My mother 
took the children to raise. This transpired in July 1945, over 5 years ago. My 
former mother-in-law did take Rosemond, the eldest girl aged 30 months, and 
kept her for 8 months; after which she, too;~was turned over to my mother. 
Since that time, over 5 years ago, my mother has taken care of the children for 
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me. They are now aged 7,8,and 9 years. They really need a mother’s care, if they 
are to grow up to be normal, well-balanced adults. My mother is 61 years old 
and the responsibility is getting more and more burdensome with her advancing 
years. 

It is hard for a grandmother to substitute for a young mother. Susi would 
give these children all her love and care. (Susi is the familiar name I call my 
wife, Hildegard.) She just loves children and knows the way straight to their 
little hearts. 

Susi did wrong. She knows that. She has certainly paid dearly enough for it. 
She was young and impulsive. In time of war people do things they would not 
dream of doing in normal times; especially if this hysteria be coupled with the 
exaggerated perspective of a person in love. Susi would be a living apostle of the 
doctrine that crime does not pay. All she asks is a chance to redeem herself. 
If she were to he'p rear these three children, she would more than pay the debt 
she would owe for another chance in life. She has had enough unhappiness. 
She surely would not jeopardize her chances of a little happiness by any future 
foolish acts. Little, 100-pound, 5-foot-tall Susi certainly does not pose a threat 
to the safety of our great country. 

Now for my own viewpoint. I need my wife. No matter how much my 
mother loves me, I cannot allow her to carry this heavy load forever. There 
are not too many women who would consent to step into a ready-made family of 
three children, much less actually want todo so. That is why I found my prayers 
answered in Susi; and that is why I am fighting for her so. 

Susi and I hit it off together right from the start. We both love to dance. We 
both liked the same type of music and entertainment. She is not extravagant. 
She is content with little, a prime requisite for a foster-mother of three children. 
She can do marvels with a needle and thread. She is the: least self-centered and 
most unselfish person I have ever met. Chaplain (Lt. Col.) John O. Woods, of 
Frankfurt military post, can best vouch for her present character. She is nurse- 
maid to his young son, Herman, about 5 years of age. On Sunday she takes care 
of the children’s nursery at Christ Chapel, the military chapel in Frankfurt. 
This nursery is maintained at the church so that churchgoers can leave their 
younger children there during the services. Children can sense whether someone 
really likes them, or not. They like Susi. If she were not a fine, young woman, 
do you think Colonel Woods would allow her to be associated with all these young 
children? I don’t think so. 

It is 1 year ago today, since I last saw my wife. Certainly our love has been 
proven sufficiently. We have been separated a long time and have more than 
suffered enough. All we ask is the chance to live as man and wife are supposed 
to live. 

This last appeal is addressed to you, gentlemen, requesting favorable action on 
this measure. It is an expensive proposition to be supporting oneself, a wife, 
and three children, all in different localities. This income, concentrated in one 
spot, could be building up a home and better providing for the children. I leave 
this matter in your able hands. 

Sincerely yours, 
Roprrt F, Kennepy, 
Headquarters Company, Division of Staff Training, Army Finance School. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 171) should be enacted, 
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